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Why are we doing 

this presentation?

Megatrends

Survival

Sustainability

Scale



ÅThe big picture

ÅThe local picture

ÅThe human picture

ÅAll one picture
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A Connected Region for Our Future

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority Regional 

Transportation Master Plan



ÅIn the past 3 decadesé
Å Population has doubled

Å Employment has tripled

Å Nearly 50 percent of our developable 
land has been built out

Å Delay in our commute time has 
more than doubled

ÅBy 2050é
Å Traffic congestion is expected to triple

ÅOur transportation system is the 
foundation for our desired 
quality of life.

ñPlan for the future because thatôs where you are 

going to spend the rest of your life.ò ïMark Twain

Our Community Need



Our region competes 

with other cities for 

economic growth   

and jobs.

Transportation was named the 

#1 issueaffecting the regionôs 

economic competitiveness, 

in surveys conducted by the 

not-for-profit Tampa Bay Partnership.

Denver

Charlotte

Dallas

Itôs Our Turn



ÅSeamless Travel

ÅLeverage for Federal and State 
Dollars
Å Planning our transportation system on 

a regional level and speaking with 
one voice will increase our chances 
for securing funding.

ÅCompetitive Advantage
Å Our regionôs ability to maintain and 

expand economic competitiveness is 
affected by the quality of our 
transportation connections.

ÅTBARTA ïA Regional Approach

A Regional Approach



ÅCreated by state legislation 

on July 1st, 2007

ÅCapabilities: plan, develop, 

finance, construct, own, 

purchase, operate, maintain, 

relocate, equip, repair, and 

manage multimodal 

transportation systems

ÅPurpose: Improve mobility 

and expand multimodal 

transportation options for 

passengers and freight 

throughout the seven-county 

region.

What is TBARTA?



ÅTBARTA Counties

ÅTBARTA Cities

ÅMetropolitan Planning Organizations

ÅTransit Management Committee

ÅCitizens Advisory Committee

ÅLand Use Working Group

TBARTA Partners



ÅQuestions we explored in 
developing the Master Plan: 

ÅWhere are you going to and from?

ÅWhich routes make the best 
connections for regional travel?

ÅWhat is the best type of transportation 
improvement?

ÅHow do we ensure consistency and 
help advance local efforts?
Å For example: 

Å Hillsborough Rail Plan

Å Sarasota Bus Rapid Transit

Creating the Master Plan



Technologies Included in Regional Networks

Short-Distance Bus Long-Distance Bus

Short-Distance Rail Long-Distance Rail

Managed Lanes

A Balanced, Multimodal System



What is Short-Distance Bus?
Å What is it?

Å Frequent service with a limited 
number of stops

Å Can travel in mixed traffic or in 
lanes dedicated to transit use only

Å What are some examples?

Å Limited Stop Service

Å Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Å How far apart are the stations?

Å 2 to 4 blocks in urban areas

Å ½ mile to 3 miles in suburban 

Å How often does a vehicle come?

Å Peak time ~ every 10 to 20 minutes

Å Non-peak time ~ 30 to 60 minutes

Å What is the average speed with stops?

Å 15 to 20 MPH



What is Long-Distance Bus?
Å What is it?

Å Peak-hour focused service with 
very limited stops

Å Can travel in mixed traffic or in 
lanes dedicated to transit use only

Å What are some examples?

Å Express Bus

Å How far apart are the stations?

Å Varies (can be as much as 5 to 20 
miles between stations)

Å How often does a vehicle come?

Å Peak time ~ every 20 to 60 minutes

Å Non-peak time ~ 30 to 60 minutes

Å What is the average speed with stops?

Å 25 to 45 MPH



What is Managed Lanes?
Å What is it?

Å Special lanes on highways & 
roadways

Å For use by transit vehicles or 
carpools

Å Also for use with tolls for other 
vehicles

Å What are some examples?

Å High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
Lanes

Å High-Occupancy Tolls (HOT) 
Lanes

Å What is the average speed?

Å 60-65 MPH



What is Short-Distance Rail?
Å What is it?

Å Frequent service

Å Multiple stops

Å Customarily located in urban areas

Å Vehicles can operate in mixed traffic or 
separate right-of-way

Å What are some examples?

Å Light Rail

Å Heavy Rail

Å Streetcar or Trolley

Å How far apart are the stations?

Å ½ mile to 1 mile apart

Å How often does a vehicle come?

Å Peak times ~ every 10 minutes or less

Å Non-peak ~ 15 to 30 minutes

Å What is the average speed with stops?

Å 15 to 25 MPH

Å Monorail

Å Automated 
Guideway


